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Al-Qaida operatives were safeguarded
in Iran, with the consent of the mili-
tary. In fact, the 9/11 Commission re-
port confirms that 8 out of the 14 hi-
jackers passed through Iran during the
period from October 2000 to February
2001.

[ 1045

Iranian intelligence facilitated the
travel of some operatives with visas
while sheltering others. In these docu-
ments, there is even a wedding video of
bin Laden’s son with al-Qaida members
in attendance in—you guessed it—Iran.

As Sun Tzu famously said in ‘““The
Art of War’’: ““The enemy of my enemy
is my friend.”” We are their shared
enemy.

It is shameful that the Obama admin-
istration deliberately withheld this in-
formation. If these files exposing Iran’s
outreach and association with al-Qaida
had been released, support for the Iran
nuclear deal would have eroded even
further, and rightfully so.

Since the JCPOA was entered into,
Iranian aggression in the Middle East,
including Iraq and Syria and elsewhere,
has only increased. These bad activi-
ties have only gotten worse. Now it is
even clearer why that is.

Any terrorist group that wants to at-
tack U.S. interests will have Iran’s fi-
nancial and material support. By pro-
viding Iran with $150 billion sanctions
relief, we are giving Iran the resources
it needs to carry out its bad activities
threatening the United States and our
allies.

While we already know of Iran’s close
ties with Hezbollah and political influ-
ence in Iraq, these documents exhibit
the extensive reach that Iran has in
the region. Keeping these documents
hidden from the general public while
the JCPOA was being debated and ap-
proved was blatant politicization of in-
telligence, and it was totally reprehen-
sible.

Thankfully, the current administra-
tion has released these documents to
let the American public know the
truth. I commend the CIA Director, our
former colleague in this House, Mike
Pompeo, who has hit the ground run-
ning as the new CIA Director and made
the bold decision to take these 470,000
documents and release them for the
American public and for the world to
see. They shouldn’t have been hidden
in the first place. They should not have
been hidden for so long. Now we can
know the truth of the relationship that
absolutely existed between Iran and al-
Qaida.

I encourage my colleagues to view
these documents. I encourage the
media to view these documents for the
American public and the international
community.

I thank, again, the administration

for their leadership in this very impor-
tant decision.
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DECRYING GRADUATE STUDENTS’
TUITION ASSISTANCE CLASSI-
FIED AS TAXABLE INCOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to decry a provision in this tax
bill that would amount to shocking tax
increases of thousands of dollars for
struggling graduate students by reclas-
sifying their tuition assistance as tax-
able income.

These students provide research and
teaching services as work to offset tui-
tion. I mean, we are talking about as-
sistants in the dorms, teaching assist-
ants for undergraduate courses, re-
searchers in laboratories—all who con-
tribute to universities for quite modest
stipends and tuition credits to avoid
going further into debt and to support
themselves while completing their
master’s degrees and Ph.D.’s.

Taxing this so-called income would
impose a profoundly negative impact
on education. Schools across the coun-
try could lose half their current grad-
uate students, and it would diminish
the number of students who would even
consider graduate school in the future.

Mr. Speaker, what is to become of
the vital research and development in
the fields of medicine and engineering
and agriculture and information tech-
nology—things that have led to innova-
tion and invention, things that have
truly made America great—with this
tax provision?

An example from my very own alma
mater, Marquette University, raises
the problems with parents. There is a
maintenance mechanic who has three—
three, triplets—college-age students.
He receives $40,000 of tuition assistance
for each of these students. I mean, for
real, Mr. Speaker, we are going to
deem $120,000 income to this mainte-
nance person?

Be for real.
writes:

As a graduate student in the third year of
a Ph.D. program, I am married, have a 4-
month-old. My wife works full time as a high
school teacher. My research focuses on inves-
tigating how persons who have suffered from
a neurological disease such as a stroke or
spinal cord injury are able to move. This tui-
tion waiver is the only reason I can afford
graduate school and do the research I am
doing to help the disabled.

If this becomes taxable income, my wife
and I would move into a higher tax bracket,
and my tax liability would increase roughly
40 percent, without a single dime of an in-
crease in income with which I could pay
that. This equals roughly $1,300 per month of
taxes.

At the University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee, also in my district, graduate
student Shandra is finishing her mas-
ter’s in library and information
science. Under the Republican House
bill, Shandra’s income, in the eyes of
the government, would effectively dou-
ble.

Now, you know, doubling the stand-
ard deduction, letting people file on a
postcard will not offset the draconian

My constituent, Tim,
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tax cuts that these graduate students
would experience. Taxing tuition cred-
its would hurt lower and middle class,
hardworking citizens who rely on this
benefit to help them and their families
achieve the American Dream.

I urge my colleagues and people in
the public, Mr. Speaker, not to fall for
this trick, and I urge my colleagues in
the Senate to oppose this harmful bill.

RHONEYMEADE SCULPTURE
GARDEN & ARBORETUM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, earlier this week, I had
the opportunity to visit a true gem in
Centre County, Pennsylvania:
Rhoneymeade.

Rhoneymeade is a sculpture garden
and arboretum farm, a historical site
located between the Nittany and
Tussey Mountains. The Rhone family
owned this property for four genera-
tions, from 1794 to 1937. The land was
settled in 1794 when Michael Rhone
purchased the farmland from the
Straub family, who received a grant of
the land from the Penn family.

Third-generation Leonard Rhone was
an important leader in the Grange
movement in Pennsylvania. Many of
the ideas for the movement were devel-
oped in the historic 1853 farmhouse
that still sits on the property today.

Leonard Rhone founded the Grange
Fair in 1874, the annual fair and camp-
ing event that remains a staple in the
region. The fair is a proud Centre
County tradition, much like
Rhoneymeade. Rhoneymeade’s slogan
is: “Where art and nature meet.”

That rings true, thanks to the works
of Dr. Richard Morgan, a retired Penn
State professor who purchased the
property in 1984. Over several years, he
transformed the grounds into an arbo-
retum and sculpture garden. Dr. Mor-
gan fell in love with Rhoneymeade: its
historic home, views of Penns Valley,
some of the oldest trees in central
Pennsylvania. He restored the house on
the property and landscaped the six
surrounding acres. In 1985, the house
was placed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

In 1989, Dr. Morgan established
Rhoneymeade as a private foundation
with a mission to ‘“‘preserve our farm,
fields, and forest; to create an oasis of
beauty, both natural and man-made;
and to share this with all who wish to
come.”

Rhoneymeade has shared with the
community and was shared with the
community. In 1992, Dr. Morgan opened
the property to visitors on select week-
ends. Since Dr. Morgan’s death in 2015,
Rhoneymeade is working towards be-
coming a public nonprofit organiza-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, the property has thor-
oughly been cared for for more than 200
years, the 150 acres of breathtaking
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land and its history that has been kept
alive by the families who have owned it
and, now, by all those who visit it.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 54
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Jon Lands, Fellowship Baptist
Church, Vienna, West Virginia, offered
the following prayer:

Lord God, I thank You for Your hand
of providence that has guided our Na-
tion and protected us over these past
241 years. We are thankful for those
who have gone before us and paid the
price for our freedom from tyranny.

Recognizing Your blessing in our his-
tory, we now ask for Your continued
favor and grace. We ask that You will
protect those who even now Dplace
themselves in harm’s way to preserve
the liberty of our land.

I especially thank You for these dedi-
cated men and women who gather
today to do our Nation’s business. We
pray for all in authority that we may
live in peace, and we ask You to lead
this Congress to follow Your instruc-
tion given to the prophet Micah: To do
justice, to love mercy, and walk hum-
bly with You.

These things we pray in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. PANETTA) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PANETTA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING PASTOR JON LANDS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
MCKINLEY) is recognized for 1 minute.
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There was no objection.

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am
honored to introduce today’s guest
chaplain from Vienna, West Virginia,
Pastor Jon Lands. Since taking over as
senior pastor of Fellowship Baptist
Church in 1996, he has led the church
through a period of tremendous
growth. Attendance numbers have
risen from 65 to approximately 740 with
a membership of over 1,200. This is a
testament to his dedication to faith-
fully serving our community.

He took his ministry to new heights
when he started PraiseFM radio,
FaithTalk 1450, and the Word for Life,
a daily and weekly radio program now
heard on 150 radio stations across the
United States and two international
stations.

His service to the community doesn’t
stop at the church’s door. He is a mem-
ber of the executive board of directors
for the Wood County Christian School,
a member of the board for the Family
Policy Council, and serves on the board
of the Women’s Care Center of Mid-
Ohio Valley, a crisis pregnancy center
dedicated to offering alternatives to
abortion and adoption services.

A husband and father of four, he is
also a noted author, having written
“Be Still: God’s Strategy for Seren-
ity,” and ‘“‘Life on the Level: The Bal-
anced Christian Life.”

I am honored to welcome Pastor
Lands to the House of Representatives.
He is a dedicated leader in the Parkers-
burg community, and his service to
others is inspirational.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues
today to welcome Pastor Lands. May
God bless him, our Nation, and the
church family at Fellowship Baptist
Church.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARSHALL). The Chair will entertain
up to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

AMBASSADOR HALEY’S STERN
WARNING TO NORTH KOREA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on Tuesday, North Korea,
ruled by a tyrannical dictator, tested
an intercontinental ballistic missile
that may have the capacity to reach
the United States.

North Korea’s latest nuclear missile
test was its most provocative to date,
putting American families at risk of
nuclear attack, in addition to the fami-
lies of South Korea and Japan, with
also a threat to China and Russia of re-
gional chaos.

During an emergency meeting of the
United Nations Security Council, Am-
bassador Nikki Haley issued a stern
warning to North Korea: ‘“We have
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never sought war with North Korea,
and still today we do not seek it. If war
comes, it will be because of the contin-
ued acts of aggression like we wit-
nessed yesterday.”

Ambassador Nikki Haley was abso-
lutely right when she urged China and
its President, Xi Jinping, to do more to
stop North Korea from pushing the
world closer to a nuclear war.

Ambassador Haley and President
Donald Trump are promoting peace
through strength to keep American
families safe, and we should support
the call for China to cut off oil to
North Korea.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————

THE TAX SCAM

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, Franklin
Roosevelt was a great President of the
United States. He said once: ‘““The test
of our progress is not whether we add
more to the abundance of those who
have much, it is whether we provide
enough for those who have too little.”
That is still true today for people who
follow morality and Judeo-Christian
thought.

Yesterday in Missouri, the President
said that the tax bill, which is in the
Senate now—and unfortunately passed
this House—would not benefit him at
all. He said: Believe me, it won’t ben-
efit me.

You can’t believe that. It benefits the
billionaires, the millionaires, and the
wealthy, and that is what it is about.
The disparity in wealth in this country
is growing and growing, and we can’t
continue to have that. The middle class
needs major tax relief, and the wealthy
don’t. We could draw a bill to do that,
and we could do it together.

Our country is in danger. We need
more help in the inner cities to fight
crime. We need help all over to fight
against natural disasters. People all
over our country need help.

As Paul Simon said: A nation turns
its lonely eyes to you. JEFF FLAKE, BOB
CORKER, and JOHN MCCAIN, save Amer-
ica.

RECOGNIZING BILL GIBBS FROM
SPRINGPORT, MICHIGAN

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Bill Gibbs from
Springport, Michigan, and congratu-
late him for being named Jackson
County Veteran of the Year.

A few weeks ago, I had the privilege
of meeting Bill at VFW Post 6056 dur-
ing their Veterans Day ceremony. It
was a special evening with a room full
of heroes, none more so than Bill.

When our country called during the
Vietnam war, Bill answered with tre-
mendous bravery. For his heroism in
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